
Lean on me, when you’re not strong,
I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you carry on.
For it won’t be long ’til I’m gonna need 

Somebody to lean on.  
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Craig’s Notes
Including this year, we will have performed Lean on Me three times in our history, but never the original 
version by Bill Withers. It was used as our Guinness World Record breaking Largest Simultaneous Singalong 
back in 2005, and we have also featured it previously as a Gospel version in 2001. This time, we are duetting 
with Tommy Blaize in a wonderful arrangement originally put together by Strictly Come Dancing’s Dave Arch. 
Our YV choirs take the role of main backing singer and will harmonise with Tommy on the day. As with all 
our featured artists songs, the children perform two roles, that of audience and performer, so watch David 
carefully when you are invited to take part!

David’s Notes
We really believe this arrangement says something new, and how wonderful it will be for us to perform 
it with Tommy Blaize, the voice of Strictly Come Dancing! Our role in this arrangement is very specific 
– we are singing the harmony line above the melody. That’s why it sounds like the tune, but it is not the 
tune! This, together with Tommy and our three Young Voices singers on the stage, will make for a really 
great collaboration. All the phrases are broken up as you can hear, apart from “I’ll help you carry on”  
which goes into “For” without a breath. In a sense it ‘carries on.’ (See what I did there?!)
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