
Brentside Knowledge Organiser ‐ History 

Year5 Topic: Why should be Britain ashamed of 
slavery?  

NaƟonal curriculum: A study of an aspect or theme in BriƟsh history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066.  
 

What I should already know: 

I developed an awareness of the past and the ways in which it is similar to and different 
from the present.  
I discussed the lives of significant individuals in Britain's past who have contributed to 
our naƟon's achievement.  
I observed how punishments have changed over the years.  
I know when the English Civil war happened and why; I understand how this has affect‐
ed the way in which our country is ruled today.  

What I should know at the end of the topic: 

 I can tell what slavery is.  

 I can describe the way slaves were moved from Africa to America.  

 I can tell how long the slave traded lasted.  

 I can explain who was William Wilberforce and how his work has 
helped the country to end this trade.    

Timeline  1600—1833 

 I can explain how Britain was involved in the slavery trade. 

Learning:   
L1: What was the slave trae and what was Britain’s part in it?  
L2: What were slave aucƟons like and what did it feel like to be a slave? 
L3: What was life like on board the transportaƟon ships? 
L4: How did the slave trade end?  
L5: ReflecƟon: Create a poster about slavery and its impact on different 
people’s life 

Maps/Diagrams 
 
                                                                                

Vocabulary 

Slave A slave is classed as property of another person, with no freedom of 
choice and no money. That person is ‘owned’ by someone else.  

Slavery Slavery refers to a condiƟon in which individuals are owned by others, 
who control where they live and at what they work. 

TransatlanƟc trade The three‐part transatlanƟc slave trade that involved taking goods from 
Britain to Africa to exchange for people. Those people were then taken to 
America to work as slaves and exchanged for goods which were sold in 
Britain and Europe. 

AucƟon A public sale where goods are sold to the highest bidder. 

PlantaƟon  An estate on which crops, such as coffee, sugar and tobacco are grown. 

Middle Passage The journey across the AtlanƟc Ocean that captured Africans were taken 
on, oŌen in unsanitary condiƟons. 

AboliƟon The act of abolishing a system so that it is no longer permiƩed. 

William Wilberforce  He was a BriƟsh poliƟcian and a leader of the movement to abolish 
the slave trade.  


