
Brentside Knowledge Organiser ‐ RE 

Year5 Topic:  In what ways can art and design express 
religious beliefs? 

NaƟonal curriculum:  Exploring and understanding the major religions of the world. 
 

What I should already know: 

Why is prayer important for many people? 
What role do fesƟvals and holy days play in the life of faith? 
How do sacred scriptures inform religious beliefs? 
How are arts and symbols used in different religions? 
How is human idenƟty and belonging shaped by faith and belief? 

What I should know at the end of the topic: 

 Different symbols in different religions to express ideas without 

 Understand the symbolic importance of elements of arƟsƟc expres‐
sion. 

  IdenƟfy what people from different faiths can learn from arƟsƟc 

 CreaƟng your won symbols  

Learning ‐ 
 
To learn about the different religions and their use of art and symbols to 
represent their faiths, incorporaƟng it into their praying and daily lives.  

Maps/Diagrams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 

Symbols A thing that represents or stands for something else, especially a mate‐
rial object represenƟng something abstract.  

Art Works produced by human creaƟve skill and imaginaƟon.  

RepresentaƟon The descripƟon or portrayal of someone or something in a parƟcular 
way.  

Representa‐
Ɵonal Art 

RepresentaƟonal art describes artworks – parƟcularly painƟngs and 
sculptures – that are clearly derived from real object sources, and 
therefore are by definiƟon represenƟng something with strong visual 
references to the real world. Most, but not all, abstract art is based on 
imagery from the real world  

Faith strong belief in the doctrines of a religion, based on spiritual convicƟon 
rather than proof.  

Icon  Graphic representaƟon of something, a person or thing 
that is symbolic or is a noted figure  

Liturgy Aform or formulary according to which public religious worship, espe‐

MeditaƟon MeditaƟon is a pracƟce where an individual uses a technique – such as 
mindfulness, or focusing the mind on a parƟcular object, thought, or 
acƟvity – to train aƩenƟon and awareness and achieve a mentally


